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Philosophy of Education 

SFCS is a ministry of First Baptist Church of St. Francis.  We teach all subjects from a biblical 
perspective with the purpose of equipping students to live a God-honoring life in our current 
culture.  We are dedicated to partnering with parents in the pursuit of academic excellence, 
artistic expression, athletic distinction, and personal maturity of each student while growing in 
knowledge and wisdom through God’s truth and abundant grace. 

SFCS claims three core values that guide our daily actions and long-term aspirations. 

TRUTH  
Truth is absolute. Truth is given by God through His written Word. The Bible’s authority and 
sufficiency regulates the purpose, content and conduct of SFCS. II Tim 3:15-17 
 

 Truth provides our purpose and philosophy. 
 Truth shapes the content of our curriculum. 
 Truth provides practical instruction for conduct, attitude, decisions, and relationships 

with parents, students, and peers. 
 

GROWTH 
Growth must be cultivated. SFCS cultivates the maturity of the entire student, equipping them 
for maximum effectiveness in living out the great commission. II Pet 1:5-8, Phil 3:12-15  
 

 Rigorous academics equip students to fulfill their unique calling. 
 A diversity of school activities provides discipleship opportunities for spiritual and 

social growth. 
 
PARTNERSHIP 
Partnership is foundational and profitable. The church’s mission is designed to operate in the 
context of community. SFCS functions to aid the church, parents, and students in fulfilling 
their unique call from God. Phil 1:27 
 

 SFCS partners with parents to help fulfill their responsibility before God (Deuteronomy 
6:4-9).   

 SFCS partners with students for their spiritual, academic, social, and physical growth.  
The foundation of this growth is a relationship built on Jesus Christ. 

 SFCS partners with the church for their mission (Ephesians 4:11-16).   
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Academic Standards 

Purpose and Philosophy 

SFCS systematically reviews state and national education standards to ensure the education 
we provide is superior to the education offered by public institutions.  Secular standards are 
the minimum academic qualifications from which we build a comprehensive, rigorous, Christ-
centered education. 

SFCS is opposed to any direction by the federal or state government to control or influence 
the content that is taught in our classrooms.   

 

Establishment 

Academic standards are benchmark measures that define what students should know and be 
able to do at specified grade levels beginning in kindergarten and progressing through 12th 
grade.  It is important to note that academic standards are not curriculum.  Rather, academic 
standards identify the scope and breadth of instruction while ensuring that learning is 
sequential as the student progresses. 1 Academic standards serve as a comprehensive road 
map for students with the goal of achieving college and career readiness upon graduation.   

The staff and administration of SFCS researched and evaluated multiple sources of academic 
standards and ultimately chose to use the academic standards from the State of Indiana as 
our baseline for two distinct reasons.   First, Indiana was one of few states that did not accept 
federal Common Core academic standards in exchange for federal funding.   Secondly, the 
scope and breadth of the Indiana academic standards align with the standardized testing 
method recommended by the American Association of Christian Schools (AACS).  While there 
are no nationally recognized standardized achievement tests that are written from a Christian 
worldview, AACS determined that the Iowa Basic was clearly the most neutral assessment 
available (see exhibit A – AACS Memo).   

SFCS regularly assesses changes to both local and national academic standards to ensure 
that we have a comprehensive baseline of scope and sequence with which to evaluate our 
curriculum and guide our academic priorities.       

 

Evaluation 

SFCS uses a process to evaluate each academic standard to ensure consistency with our 
stated purpose and philosophy.  First, standards are evaluated based upon appropriateness of 
content and skills that are lasting for life.  The scope and breadth of the standards must be 
logical and well-suited for future learning.   Secondly, standards are evaluated based upon the 
importance of continuing to build upon the understanding/skill in subsequent years of 
school.  This is often referred to as sequential learning.  Thirdly, standards are evaluated 
based upon the necessity of knowing the skill/information for current and future 
assessments. Current assessments include annual standardized testing.  Future assessments 
include various college and career entrance examinations.  Finally and most important, 

                                                           
1 https://www.doe.in.gov/standards/what-are-standards 
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standards must be consistent and taught from a biblical world view.  It is our belief that truth 
is absolute.  Truth is given by God through His written Word and the Bible’s authority and 
sufficiency regulated the content taught at SFCS. 

Illustration 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority Standards 

Each standard that meets all four criteria (see Illustration 1), is labeled as a Priority standard.  If 
a standards does not meet all four, yet it has academic merit, it is labeled as a supporting 
standard.  SFCS uses a template called the Priority Standards Confirmation Guide (see Exhibit 
B) to evaluate each standard by subject and by each individual grade.  The confirmation guide 
also encourages teachers to think critically about K-12 alignment and also to think creatively 
about interdisciplinary connections.  Upon completion of the Priority Standard Confirmation 
guide by grade, teachers confer in a group setting to ensure that scope and sequence is 
consistent from grade to grade. 
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SFCS Curriculum Map 

Priority and supporting standards are arranged into a curriculum map that categories the 
priority and supporting standards into units of study by grade and by subject.  The curriculum 
map serves several purposes: 

 Organization - priority and supporting standards are organized into units of study 
 Mapping – reviewing entirety of subject at a glance allows teachers to plan the number 

of lessons to cover all content in available time and coordinate with demands of other 
subjects.  

 Pacing – the global pacing perspective of the subject provides an opportunity for 
teachers to coordinate lessons with other teachers and plan content to coordinate with 
cultural events and cycles of nature. 

 Resources evaluation - provides documentation for the resources that will need to be 
used to adequately cover the standards.  In most cases, our primary curriculum is used.  
However, the primarily curriculum may be supplemented with other resources upon 
occasion.   

Exhibit C illustrates this mapping process that has been developed and is reviewed on a 
regular basis.  The Curriculum Map provides the framework for the practical implementation 
via lesson plans. 

 

SFCS Lesson Plans 

Lesson Plans serve as the detailed directions to the Curriculum Map.  The SFCS Lesson Plan 
format is a web based resource that allows teachers to create lessons in a customized 
template that is standardized for all SFCS teachers.  The lesson plan template contains the 
following categories: 

 Standards – priority and supporting standards are assigned to specific lessons 
allowing teachers to track progress 

 Objectives – teachers create action and outcome based objectives for each lesson 
 Biblical worldview – teachers document how the lesson applies to Biblical truth and 

our philosophy of education 
 Bloom’s taxonomy – lessons should build upon Bloom’s hierarchal taxonomy.  The 

taxonomy allows teachers to build learning objectives that progress in complexity and 
mastery.  The categories are: remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, create 

 Instruction procedure – teachers implement a variety of teaching methods ranging 
from lecture to group activities 

 Evaluation – teachers indicate how they plan to evaluate the students’ mastery of the 
lesson.  Evaluation methods range from traditional tests/quizzes to projects and 
presentation. 

 Materials/Resources/Technology – teachers use traditional textbooks, supplemental 
material, and technology to engage students in learning 

 Notes/Reflection – teachers use this section of the lesson plan to record notes and 
make adjustments for subsequent lessons. 
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Curriculum Evaluation 

SFCS uses the outcome of steps described in the SFCS Curriculum Guide to evaluate 
curriculum in the following areas: 

o Content accuracy and biblical worldview 
o Content depth 
o Content scope 
o Design 
o Ease of use 
o Lesson plan model 
o Program philosophy 
o Coverage of established academic standards 
o Student learning trajectories 
o Teaching methods 

 

Reference the Curriculum Rubric (Exhibit E) for detailed information on how each category is 
scored.    

 

Curriculum Guide Summary 

At SFCS, we aim to teach all subjects from a biblical perspective with the purpose of 
equipping students to live a God-honoring life in our current culture.  We are dedicated to 
partnering with parents in the pursuit of academic excellence, artistic expression, athletic 
distinction, and personal maturity of each student while growing in knowledge and wisdom 
through God’s truth and abundant grace. 

SFCS developed this curriculum guide to ensure that academic standards are evaluated and 
chosen in accordance with our stated philosophy, that the Curriculum Map has practical value 
in helping teachers achieve an appropriate scope and sequence, and that SFCS is using the 
best curriculum resources at our disposal to impart spiritual, social, and academic learning to 
our students. 
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Exhibit A – AACS Memo on Iowa Basic Assessment 
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Exhibit A - AACS Memo on Iowa Basic Assessment 
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Exhibit B – Priority Confirmation Guide 
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Exhibit C – Curriculum Map 
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Exhibit D – SFCS Lesson Plans 

Lesson Plan Criteria  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Plan Example – Teacher view  
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Exhibit E – Curriculum Rubric 
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Exhibit E - Curriculum Rubric 
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Exhibit E - Curriculum Rubric 
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Exhibit F – Curriculum Review Schedule 

 

Elementary 

Subject Review Date Next Review 
History 2016-2017 2019-2020 
Math 2016-2017 2019-2020 
Science 2016-2017 2019-2020 
Language Arts 2017-2018 2020-2021 
Bible 2016-2017 2019-2020 
Foreign Language 2017-2018 2020-2021 

 

High School 

Subject Review Date Next Review 
History 2016-2017 2019-2020 
Math 2016-2017 2019-2020 
Science 2016-2017 2019-2020 
Language Arts 2017-2018 2020-2021 
Bible 2015-2016 2018-2019 
Foreign Language 2017-2018 2020-2021 
Speech N/A 2018-2019 

 

 

It is our stated goal to constantly gather data and informally evaluate curriculum of new and 
revised sources as we become aware.  Further, it is our goal to formally evaluate curriculum 
using the process described in the curriculum guide every 3 – 4 years. 
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Exhibit G – Curriculum Resource Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: * indicates curriculum currently under review for 2018-2019 school year 


